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ethanol subsidies—don’t want to touch
that. Twelve billion dollars in agri-
culture subsidies for corporate farms—
can’t touch that. Tax loopholes for Big
0Oil while they’re gouging us at the
pump and not paying taxes in the
United States of America—can’t put
that on the table.

But the Republicans have shown us
their priorities, and even their friends
in the Senate yesterday refused to take
up their bill.

And that’s the way it is.

————
0O 1220

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION EAR-
MARK RECISION, SAVINGS AND
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, the major-
ity has now been in power for 10 weeks
and has yet to offer a plan for job cre-
ation. Instead, they have chosen to ig-
nore the warnings of economists from
across the political spectrum and are
promoting a continuing resolution that
threatens to derail and reverse our Na-
tion’s recovery.

Instead of slashing programs that are
vital to job creation and economic
growth, we need to carefully examine
the budget and eliminate all wasteful
spending. That is why I am introducing
the Surface Transportation Earmark
Recision, Savings and Accountability
Act of 2011, and I'd ask for bipartisan
support on this. This legislation will
reduce the deficit by $5684 million by re-
scinding unspent funds authorized by
Federal transportation projects re-
quested by Members of Congress that
date back to 1978.

Instead of eliminating research at
the National Institutes of Health or
eliminating funding to protect our air
and water, let’s focus on elimination of
wasteful, unnecessary spending. I en-
courage you to work with me to in-
clude this language in the continuing
resolution.

————

ADDRESSING THE CRIES OF THE
NATION

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, we
know that the economy is getting bet-
ter. We know the job numbers are get-
ting better, but we’re still not there.
We still have not addressed the cries of
the people of this great Nation.

We do know that essential to ad-
dressing the cries is a sense of public
confidence, and tied to that public con-
fidence is something that is essential
to everyone, and that is feeling safe in
your home and being able to provide
for your family. That is what two bills
are about to address in this legislative
body, two bills that should not pass—
the attempts by the Republicans to
defund two major programs that ad-
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dress what the people want and what
the people need.

One, of course, is the Federal Hous-
ing Administration’s Refinance Pro-
gram and the other is the Emergency
Homeowner Loan Program. That’s for
people who are without jobs through no
fault of their own, either through un-
employment or just simply medical
conditions. Thirty thousand to 50,000
people were to be helped with that par-
ticular program. The other one is, of
course, the underwater loan. Sixty-
seven percent of homes in Nevada fall
in that category; 25 percent in the Na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, let’s concentrate on
giving people public confidence and
hope in the future.

———————

GOP MESSAGE TO CONSTITUENTS:
SUCK IT UP

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today’s message from the House Re-
publicans is as follows—and these are
my quotes, by the way—‘This House
will subsidize Big Oil and Wall Street,
but our constituents who are losing
their homes can just suck it up and
find a bridge to sleep under.”

Just about every economist under
the sun agrees that we won’t have ro-
bust job growth and recovery until
foreclosures are under control; but
rather than putting forth a proposal to
improve the deeply flawed homeowner
assistance programs, the GOP panders
to its Wall Street base by proposing we
do away with homeowner assistance al-
together.

I urge my colleagues to join me in re-
jecting this anti-homeowner, anti-mid-
dle class proposal so we can turn to the
serious work of improving home-
owners’ assistance programs that are
currently failing.

———

RADICALIZATION OF THE
REPUBLICAN AGENDA

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow,
the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee will hold a hearing that will ac-
tually have the potential to make our
Nation less safe. The title of the hear-
ing is “The Extent of Radicalization in
the American Muslim Community,”
but what’s truly radical is using com-
mittee time and resources to profile
and demonize whole communities of
people based on their faith. American
Muslims are peaceful, law-abiding citi-
zens, and many have cooperated with
the U.S. authorities to help prevent
terrorist attacks. We should target ter-
rorists based on actions, not religion.

When law enforcement agencies were
asked to identify terrorist groups with-
in their States, Muslim extremist
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groups ranked 11th out of 18. Neo-
Nazis, environmental extremists, and
anti-tax groups were all more preva-
lent. Radicalization and homegrown
terrorism are serious and legitimate
concerns and deserve thoughtful exam-
ination, not an ideologically motivated
charade.

We must continue efforts to defeat al
Qaeda wherever they exist, but one key
to combating extremism is winning the
hearts and minds of the next genera-
tion of Muslims.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 836, EMERGENCY MORT-
GAGE RELIEF PROGRAM TERMI-
NATION ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 151 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 151

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 836) to rescind
the unobligated funding for the Emergency
Mortgage Relief Program and to terminate
the program. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Financial Services. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to
consider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Financial
Services now printed in the bill. Each sec-
tion of the committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as
read. All points of order against the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute are waived. No amendment to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those re-
ceived for printing in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII in a daily issue
dated March 9, 2011, or earlier and except pro
forma amendments for the purpose of debate.
Each amendment so received may be offered
only by the Member who caused it to be
printed or a designee and shall be considered
as read if printed. At the conclusion of con-
sideration of the bill for amendment the
Committee shall rise and report the bill to
the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman, my friend from New York (Ms.
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